Monday 7t October 2024

Dear Prime Minister and Chancellor,
RE: Urgent action needed to improve the public’s health

We are writing to you ahead of the Autumn Budget to highlight the urgent action needed to improve the

nation’s health. Austerity and Covid-19 left lasting scars, and poor economic performance is both a cause
and a consequence of poor health.

Your Government has made a very positive start to the mission to improve the nation’s health at a time
when people in the least deprived areas of the country can expect to live 19 more years in good health,
compared to those in the most deprived. We particularly welcome the formation of the Child Poverty
Taskforce, and your commitment to restrict advertising of junk food and progressively increase the age of
sale of tobacco.

Good health and wellbeing is the only foundation on which to build social and economic prosperity. We
ask the Government therefore to deliver the changes needed to create an environment where everyone
has access to the basic building blocks we need to live healthier lives for longer.

A coherent, cross-government approach to public health is needed, with every department playing its part
in achieving a healthier society, and using the levers of tax, regulation, and policy to tackle the biggest
public health challenges — including climate change, child poverty, and health inequalities.

Increased investment at a local level is also crucial. For example, the Public Health Grant, which is used to
fund vital areas such as children’s services, drug and alcohol services, and sexual health services in England,
has been cut by 28% over the past ten years. This has meant difficult decisions to downsize, or even close,
vital services have had to be made. Furthermore, the most deprived areas have been most severely
affected by these cuts, causing the already unacceptable gap in outcomes to widen even further.

We recognise that public sector funding is limited. However, in order to achieve public health policy
ambitions, a £1.4bn increase is needed to restore the Public Health Grant in England to the real-terms
equivalent of 2015/16 per person levels. This investment would mean Directors of Public Health, working
with partners like local government, the NHS and the voluntary sector, could deliver improved health for
all, and provide the necessary leadership to address the root causes of physical and mental ill health.

Improving the health of the nation requires a bold vision, strong leadership, and political will. We urge you
to prioritise public health, recognising it as a fundamental pillar of economic growth and national
prosperity, and commit to the necessary investment and action that will secure a healthier, more equitable
future for the nation, and enable everyone to live healthier lives for longer.

Yours sincerely,
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